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The Core Task of Higher Education in the Era of Artificial Intelligence: An Analysis of the
Significance of Cultivating the Ability to Ask Questions

ZHANG Gaochuan, LIU Hongning, XIAO Xiaofei, ZHU Weifeng
Jiangxi University of Chinese Medicine, Nanchang 330004, China.

[Abstract] Against the backdrop of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies reshaping the knowledge ecosystem, higher education is
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undergoing a paradigmatic transformation from an "answer—oriented" approach to a "question—driven" one. This paper argues that Al's
efficient ability to provide solutions to known problems has eroded the scarcity of "problem—solving skills" that was central to traditional
education, whereas the essence of knowledge innovation lies in the capacity to "pose valuable questions". The study emphasizes that
breakthrough innovations depend on the articulation of "unconventional questions"; interdisciplinary integration necessitates the linking of
"cross—domain questions"; and questioning constitutes a core process through which individuals actively construct cognition and articulate
value judgments. In this context, higher education must reconstruct its objectives, moving away from cultivating "problem—solvers" towards
nurturing "question—formulators". It should recognize questioning ability as the "meta—competence" of the Al era, which serves not only
as the starting point of knowledge production and the locus of initiative in human—-machine collaboration, but also as the key to education
retaining its irreplaceability. This transformation is not merely a strategy to address technological challenges, but an inevitable return to the
fundamental essence of education.
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